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We grow in different directions but our roots remain the same.



Entering the 2021/22 academic year with so much uncertainty as to how each campus would
operate, our leadership here at Oregon Hillel, the Governing Board, and staff continued our
commitment to providing each student with the opportunity to explore and express their Jewish
identity in the safest possible environment. We took varying protocols on each of our campuses
seriously and focused on supporting and caring for students rather than big events and
programs. As the year progressed and restrictions lessened, we continued to listen to our
students, understand their passions, and discover what they were looking for from the
Jewish community. This allowed us to provide the most impactful experience to them and
meet our central mission of building community, inspiring leadership, and connecting
students through Jewish values. Over the course of the year, our Oregon and Oregon State
teams worked collaboratively to provide meaningful experiences and support for over 980
students, 120 more than we have ever connected with in the past We created high-impact
Jewish learning and leadership experiences and built deep relationships with nearly 340
students AND quadrupled enrollment in Judaic studies courses at UO thanks to Rabbi Meir’s
efforts. But it doesn’t stop there! We returned to Israel with 50 students on our largest Birthright
Israel trip and partnered with Greater Portland Hillel for the first statewide Women’s Retreat for
Jewish women from universities across the state of Oregon. It was truly an incredible year! 

The end of the school year also brought change to Oregon Hillel’s team as we bid farewell to
three wonderful members of our family: Maddie Schaeffer (Development Associate), Talia Leider
(Zidell Family Social Justice Springboard Fellow), and Rachel Chodorow-Reich (Director of
Jewish Learning & Spirituality at OSU). We appreciate their years of dedication to our students
and our organization’s growth. With change comes the excitement of welcoming new individuals
to our team of passionate leaders and we know they will all continue the positive work and
impact we are making. The future of Hillel is bright and full of joy. None of this work would
have been possible without every alum, parent, friend, foundation, and Federation who so
generously gave to invest in our ability to support students at the University of Oregon
and Oregon State University! 

Thank you! We know we can continue to count on you! 

Max Forer | Oregon Hillel Board Chair Andy Gitelson | Executive Director

Jewish life is truly flourishing at Oregon State University, even as we navigated the return to
in-person classes and events on campus, Oregon Hillel was able to connect with over 200

Beavers, reaching more than 30% of the expected 500 Jewish undergraduate and graduate
students. Every week we’d meet a new student interested in connecting with the

Jewish community on campus. Jewish students are choosing OSU because they can
attend a great school with a growing dedicated support system for Jewish life and learning. 



As we worked to adapt to the return of in-person programming, we were able to host 90

students for an incredible Hanukkah party in the Memorial Union. Our students worked hard
to create a Challah Bake event for close to 50 Beavers that received praise from the OSU

administration. Our students were thrilled to be back together!
 

We empowered our students to discover different ways to involve the greater community and
gave them new avenues to explore their Jewish identities. This included introducing a new
cohort of 15 students who studied the history of anti-Semitism and together with a cohort

from the UO, discussed the history of the Holocaust through the Max Goodman Holocaust
Education Series taught by Rabbi Meir. 

 
We took a trip to a Quince Orchard to learn the history of the superfruit that's common in
Israel and the similarities between Judaism and the Baha'i faith. We offered a number of

different opportunities to celebrate Shabbat, ranging from traditional observances to
gathering as a community to mark the end of another busy week in college. 

 
Our goal is, and always has been, to make OSU a place where Jews are not only welcome
but where there is a vibrant and thriving Jewish community. We can’t wait to build on our
growth from last year as we welcome a second full-time professional, Michala Katz (Zidell

Family Ezra Jewish Education Springboard Fellow), to introduce new opportunities for
Jewish learning and spiritual growth for our Beaver community. 



Lev Silberstein | OSU Director of Jewish Student Life






The 2021/22 school year was a truly special experience at UO. Not knowing how
the year would be impacted by the return to in-person classes and easing of COVID

restrictions, we continued to focus on the well-being of students and creating a
supportive, caring, and healthy environment for students to reconnect. Through this
approach and continually adapting each day, we were able to engage 780 students,

reaching over 30% of the expected 2000 Jewish Ducks on campus. 
 

As we like to say at Oregon Hillel, we care more about the people than the
programs, and many of these students were met through 1-on-1 meetings (coffee,

lunch, walks through campus) with a Hillel staff member. These personal
connections allow us to know our students better, their ideas, and their overall

needs in order to shape our work. Our staff is able to mentor students and support
the creation of their community through new projects that help deepen their

connection to Judaism. One example of this is the ScoGreen Composting and
Recycling initiative that helped students in dorms or apartments access composting
resources that will be used to support a new garden at Hillel! The list goes on… we
started a new student led Social Justice Cohort which is a 10 week series focused
on addressing social issues across campus and Eugene, culminating in our first

student led Mitzvah Day, a joint Israeli Student Retreat in partnership with Greater
Portland Hillel, LGBTQIA+ social hours, Jewish learning cohorts focused on topics

ranging from the history of Anti-Semitism, Israeli & Palestinian Conflict, and the
Holocaust, and so much more! 

 
Seeing our students feel empowered and supported in creating opportunities for
each other and their peers has not only inspired them but has made a profound

impact on our entire Oregon Hillel team.



Kaya Rubinstein | OU Director of Leadership and Engagement



We can say unequivocally that discovering
OSU Hillel has changed our son's life. It has
been wonderful watching him discover his

own Jewish identity and learning more
about his heritage as a young adult. We're
so grateful that he found Hillel and has had

so many opportunities for Jewish
connection as well as the beginning of

many lifelong friendships.



Aaron and Linda Cohen, OSU Parents

Parents' Club

We're so excited that our daughter has
found a special home to continue her

jewish journey. She continues to spend
time with her Hillel community even during

breaks and summer vacation. We are
proud to support the Parents Club and

cannot thank the Hillel staff and students
enough for welcoming her!   



Todd and Julie Levy, UO Parents



In the past few years, I have begun wanting to bring Judaism more into my life, and
the Hillel community has helped make that possible. I have found myself stepping out
of my comfort zone to be more involved because I cannot get enough of Hillel! I have

felt nothing but excitement, curiosity, and love while attending events. There is
something so special about having a community that cherishes the same values as

you and I am so thankful Hillel is that place for me!

Hillel is a place where I can openly be Jewish, where my Judaism is celebrated. I cherish the
opportunities to gather together for Shabbat and holidays, especially when I am unable to

celebrate them with my own family.



As a first year, it was difficult to meet people and make friends, but Hillel was the place where
I immediately felt welcomed. I am so grateful for the people involved in making Hillel a reality

here at OSU, as it had one of the biggest impacts on my college experience.

Rony Koluda - OSU '22

Since COVID, I have mostly interacted with Hillel online through Rosh Chodesh and the
Women’s Retreat. Being able to have a space to decompress, process, and listen to other

people every month is really special. I don’t think there are many other spaces set up for the
type of deep personal contemplation that Rosh Chodesh inspires. As someone who really

enjoys that kind of personal exploration, coming to Rosh Chodesh is always an enlightening
experience. For me, Oregon Hillel has given me the space and ability to both improve myself

as a person and have a good time doing it!



Zoe Shulevitz - OSU '23

Katya - UO '23
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